RESOLUTION ADOPTED AT THE 2 - DAY VICE CHANCELLORS’ FORUM ON HIGHER EDUCATION IN THE ISLAMIC WORLD: CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

The “2 - Day Vice Chancellors’ Forum on Higher Education in the Islamic World: Challenges and Opportunities” which met at Islamabad, Pakistan on June 11 - 12, 2012 adopted by consensus the following Resolution:

Expresses its appreciation to the Ministry of Science & Technology, Government of Pakistan; The Islamic Educational, Scientific & Cultural Organization (ISESCO); Federation of the Universities of the Islamic World (FUIW); Higher Education Commission of Pakistan and COMSATS Institute of Information Technology, Islamabad for convening the first ever meeting of the Vice Chancellors /Rectors/Presidents of Islamic Universities for discussing various issues confronting academicians, researchers and scholars and considering measures that needs to be addressed for reducing the intellectual lag between the Universities of the developed world and the Islamic World;

Takes note of the fact that unless urgent action is mutually agreed and initiated, the knowledge gap in the Islamic countries and the developing world is likely to widen to the consistent disadvantage of the Islamic World;
Commends the various Forum Sessions on the theme topics namely (1) Science, Technology and Innovation (2) Knowledge Management (3) Quality Assurance and (4) Governance of Universities that were focused on the issues concerning the Universities, and outstanding talks given by various distinguished Vice Chancellors underlined the critical factors which needs to be addressed in the Islamic World; additional subjects could be included for discussion in light of the recommendations of the Vice Chancellors’ Forum as and when desired.

Also takes note of the fact that the emphasis on research and innovation in the institutions of higher learning plays a vital role in making research focused on the issues facing the Universities in the Islamic World, and has the potential of generating new technologies which would generate confidence in the seekers of knowledge and promoters of industry in extending the benefit of research in the Islamic Universities;

Having examined that research efforts of the scholars needs to be widely disseminated, deliberated and published in important journals world-wide in the interest and advancement of scientific knowledge;

Commending COMSATS Institute of Information Technology, Islamabad, for the pro-active role played in the convening of the aforesaid conference and recognizing the need for taking regular initiatives and organizing timely meetings on the subject from to time. It therefore calls for the adoption of following measures:

1. To set up a permanent committee of the selected Vice Chancellors with mutual consent to continuously monitor the developments and organize interest of appropriate representations of regions / areas where Islamic Universities are located for promoting events for the promotion of scholarship and research in the Islamic Universities;

2. As a first step, Secretariat of this Committee may be based at the COMSATS Institute of Information Technology, Islamabad. The Committee should at least comprise ten (10) Vice Chancellors of Islamic Universities drawn from various regions in the interest of ensuring regional and scholastic representation of scholars in the Islamic World;
3. To institutionalize the Forum of the Vice Chancellors of Islamic Countries by convening at least one such meeting every year or once in two years, as deemed feasible;
4. To consider the publication of a Quarterly journal providing a forum for the dissemination of research and innovation among the scientists and scholars of the Islamic Countries and other important institutes of learning and higher education in the world;
5. To undertake the publication of Directory of Islamic Universities, indicating areas of specialization at each campus, where it may be possible to share facilities of scholars,  academicians and researchers in pursuit of knowledge and education in Islamic Universities;

6. To foster intellectual and professional linkages of Islamic Universities with other universities in the Islamic World and important institutions in the developed world for promoting intellectual harmony in the interest of advancement of knowledge and developing a mutual respect and understanding among scholars of all nationalities and disciplines irrespective of religion, cast or creed;

7. To assist the Universities in the Islamic World in capacity building, promoting exchange of scholars, academicians and researchers. Islamic Universities will also be encouraged to open their institutions, departments, and research facilities to other Islamic Universities by offering scholarships to students and encouraging exchange of academic personnel and other common areas of research for undertaking joint research in areas of common interest.
Adopted by mutual consent by the Vice Chancellors participating at the “2 - Day Vice Chancellors’ Forum on Higher Education in the Islamic World: Challenges and Opportunities” convened at Islamabad, Pakistan on June 11 - 12, 2012.
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